
 

Lassie Leerns Ye Plait (The girl teaches you to plait) 5C J32 
1-4 1s cross diagonally & do a half mirror reel with 2s & 3s on the side with 1W giving LS to 3M 
5-8 1s cross diagonally and do a half mirror reel with 4s and 5s on the side, 1W giving RS to 5W 

9-12 1s cross diagonally & do a half mirror reel with 4s & 5s on the side with 1W giving RS to 5M 
13-16 1s cross diagonally & do a half mirror reel with 2s & 3s on the side with 1W giving LS to 3W 
17-18 1W cross left hand with 2M 
19-20 1M Cross right with 2W while 1W cross right with 3W 
21-22 1M Cross left with 3M, while 1W cross left with 4W 
23-24 1M cross right with 4M, while 1W cross right with 5W 
25-26 1M cross left with 5M 
27-28 All set Holding hands on the side 
29-32 2s & 3s and 4s & 5s do a half double figure of 8 with 2s & 4s going in and down and 3s & 5s 

going out and up, meanwhile 1s turn with right hand 
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Vijay Iyer      5C/5C longwise set 

Notes: 

1. In half double figures of 8, the bottom couple straight turn up to go out, instead of casting. The prior setting 

step is used by the couples to turn into position (i.e. top couple facing diagonally down and bottom couple 

facing slightly out and up). All drop hands on bar 28 to do so. 

 

Background: 

Lassie Learns Ye Plait is a tribute to ten years of my partner (im)patiently trying to teach me how to plait her hair, 

and to all the mornings I’ve stepped in to help because arthritis makes it hard for her to do it herself. What takes her 

two seconds usually takes me twenty minutes, and the result is always too loose, too uneven, or mysteriously both. 

The dance follows my plaiting “journey”: 

Bars 1–16 (1st couple dancing up and down) reflects me juggling three bunches of hair, wondering “Where on earth 
does this bit go?” 
Bars 17–26 represent me entering the “Ah, I think I’ve got this!” phase. 
Bars 27–28, Captures me feeling mighty pleased with myself … child’s play! 
Bars 29–32, as couples 2, 3, 4, and 5 dance a half double figure of eight, represent the universe (aka my partner) 
quietly stepping in with a sprinkle of pixie dust to fix it, while I, completely unaware, triumphantly tie off the end of 
the braid and walk away thinking, “That can’t be too hard, easily done in four or five bunches!” (represented by the 
1st couple finishing with a right-hand turn). 
 
It’s a dance of love, confusion, and just a touch of delusion! Enjoy! 
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